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you think the ideal policy would be? Should this policy 
take into account cultural differences in teaching 
practices and learning styles? Do you think this ideal 
policy is likely to be implemented? Why or why not? 
Based on your experiences, do you believe that most 
student plagiarism is the result of misunderstanding 
about proper citation practices is it the result of dis-
honesty? Do you think that students who plagiarize 
while in school are less likely to be honest as social 
researchers? Why or why not?

3.	 Full disclosure of sources of research as well as other 
medically related funding has become a major concern 
for medical journals. Should researchers publishing 
in criminology and criminal justice journals also be 
required to fully disclose all sources of funding? Should 
full disclosure of all previous funds received by crimi-
nal justice agencies be required in each published arti-
cle? What about disclosure of any previous jobs or paid 
consultations with criminal justice agencies? Write a 
short justification of the regulations you propose.

Developing a Research Proposal

Now it is time to bring all the elements of your proposal 
together.

1.	 Organize the proposal materia l you wrote for 
previous chapters in a logical order. Based on your 
research question, select the most appropriate 

research method as your primary method (see Chap-
ters 5–8).

2.	 To add another component to your research design, 
select an additional research method that could con-
tribute knowledge about your research question.

Performing Data Analysis in SPSS or Excel

Data for Exercise
Dataset Description
Youth.sav This dataset is from a random sample of students from schools in a southern state. While not 

representative of the United States, it covers a variety of important delinquent behaviors and peer 
influences. 

Variables for Exercise
Variable Name Description
D1 A binary variable based on the number of delinquent acts a respondent reported. A 0 indicates that 

the respondent reported one or fewer acts, while 1 indicates two or more 
Lowcertain_bin Binary indicator for if the respondent felt there was certainty that they’d be punished for delinquent 

behaviors, where 1 = low certainty and 0 = high certainty
Certain 

Gender
Delinquency

A scale indicating how likely the individual feels it is that they will be punished for delinquent 
behavior. High values indicate high certainty.
A binary variable coded 0 for females and 1 for males
A scale indicating individual delinquency scores with 0 indicating the student engaged in no delin-
quency. The scale rages from 0 to a high of 120, with higher scores indicating higher engagement in 
delinquent behavior.

1.	 For this exercise, take a look at whether a person’s 
expectation of punishment after delinquency is asso-
ciated with the number of deviant behaviors a student 
engages in, as measured by the variable “delinquency.”

a.	 Run a frequency of the dependent variable “delin-
quency,” and answer the following questions:

i.	 What level of measurement is this item?

 ii.	 W hat form of descr ipt ive ana lyses are 
appropriate?

iii.	 How would you best represent this data in a 
graph?

b.	 Based on your responses to Question 1a, conduct 
all appropriate descriptive analyses. Be sure to 
describe what you can about the data’s distribution 


